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since the Protestant tradition is native and  the  Catholic
tradition exotic, the grievance is very differently felt.
Catholic suspicion, Catholic resentment, Catholic conviction
that they will not get fair play produce an indifference to
influencing public opinion thai is bad for the democratic
process. The Catholic spokesmen appealing to their own
people are victims to the American passion for oratory and
vehement public polemics. There is not much in common
between the controversial methods of Cardinal Newman and
Monsignor Fulton Sheen, not to mention Father Brophy,
Father Coughlin, etc. The American public, the American
politician, the American newspaper has to allow for Catholic
opinion because there are so many Catholics, not because
Catholic opinion has any interest as such. And Catholics
do not explain nearly as often as they denounce and deplore.
Even if they did explain more, they might not do it very
well, for the Catholic church in America is still, in the main
a church of poor people not interested in refinements of
doctrine or apologetics. Thus when an American seminary
professor was asked to contribute to a co-operative Catholic
work of learning published in England, his contribution was
so old-fashioned that it would have caused a mixture of
amusement and distress in the Catholic faculties of his ancestral
home in Germany. Not thus did the theologians and exegetes
of Bonn or Freiburg or Munich write. The English editors
had, in fact, to scrap the volume and get it rewritten. And
it is permissible to wonder how many Irish-American bishops
would appoint (if they could find one) so learned and
critical a Hebrew scholar as Dr. Kissane to a chair in one of
their seminaries. He is sound enough to be President of
Maytiooth, but is that enough for American Catholicism?
It is unfortunate, then, that the American Catholics are, by
their training, so ready to suspect the worst of their neighbours
and that their neighbours suspect the worst of them. On the
one hand, the politicians, priests and publicists see infidel,
Moscow-fed hands clutching everywhere, on the other, more
Americans than are quite conscious of it have fed on the
mythology to which Mr. Upton Sinclair used to lend assent.
It is especially a strain in the field of foreign policy*   For
there a real conflict of policy, of prudence, of judgment of